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Guidebook) began national distribution in November 2019. The CalDAG is the only
publication in existence that documents the most stringent requirements between the
California State accessibility requirements and the ADA. The California Council of the
American Institute of Architects (CCAIA) has recognized the CalDAG as the foremost
subject source on combined state and federal disabled accessibility compliance in the
State of California.

Mr. Gibbens’ expertise in the interpretation of the legal and technical provisions of
disabled accessibility standards is regularly utilized by law firms for the resolution of
complaints, allegations of non-compliance and lawsuits. He is experienced with both
private sector and Department of Justice actions. When the very first complaint under the
newly enacted ADA was registered with the Department of Justice against the Empire
State Building, Mr. Gibbens was contracted to consult on-site with the building’s architects
and management to evaluate the complaint and work toward a resolution. Mr. Gibbens
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federal Office of Civil Rights (OCR) to train their attorney’s and investigators on
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California Design Safety and Accessibility Advisory Board (State Access Board), having
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Mr. Gibbens has completed facility compliance audits on virtually every category of
occupancy covered under Titles Il and Il of the ADA and has served clients with facilities in
all 50 states. He maintains continual contact with the Department of Justice and Access
Board in Washington D.C. to keep abreast of new developments and proposed changes in
the laws and standards. He has both designed and constructed improvements for the
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ABOUT THE BOOK

For anyone who has endeavored to stay current with the constantly evolving disabled
accessibility requirements contained in Part 2 of Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations (i.e.,
the California Building Code, or “CBC”), you know how difficult this task is/has been. The first
edition of the CalDAG, in 1994, was the size of a phone book and contained not only a cross-
referenced listing and checklist of the most stringent requirements and/or interpretations between
state and federal laws and regulations, but also included the state and federal reference
documents for instant cross-reference if desired. When the ADA Accessibility Standards (ADAAG)
first became enforceable on January 26, 1992, there were hundreds of conflicts between
California’s requirements for disabled accessibility compliance and the federal requirements.
Californian’s were required to comply with the more stringent requirements of the federal
accessibility provisions, however the state and local building officials were not legally allowed to
enforce these federal provisions; hence the reason for writing the CalDAG. The original CalDAG
was the end product of many thousands of hours of research. The purpose of this research was to
determine the Federal Government's position on the accuracy of California’s accessibility
guidelines as they compared to those of the ADA, and to establish a relevant set of standards that
reflected this position. The ultimate product was to have enough background documentation to
support the application of these standards if challenged in a court of law. To accomplish this task,
a countless number of contacts, both written and verbal, were initiated between appropriate federal
and state offices charged with the dissemination, interpretation and enforcement of disabled
accessibility guidelines. The majority of these contacts were with the heads of policy and
interpretation of the various technical and legal departments. In addition, the expertise of many
private attorneys was solicited for their position in various simulated situations to test probable
outcomes in litigation. Since the original CalDAG, California has continually made significant
modifications to the disabled accessibility provisions over the years, requiring constant awareness
and dedication to understanding and keeping current with these changing requirements. The
dedication to providing the most current and correct information between state and federal sources
in a user-friendly format has continued throughout all of the previous editions of the CalDAG, and
will hopefully be readily apparent in this edition.

The 2010 ADA Standards were altogether different than the previous ADAAG. The new standards
are in a completely new and different format from the previous standards, and a new section
numbering system is being utilized. Consequently, since California has adopted the federal
standards as a base document for Chapter 11B of the CBC, the California standards also have a
new format and section numbering system. In previous editions of the CBC, Scoping requirements
and technical standards could be found together in the same location. The new format has
separated scoping requirements and technical requirements in different sections; in many
instances the necessary requirements for a particular use, occupancy, or improvement type are
scattered throughout the code. The CalDAG has been crafted to significantly reduce this situation
by listing the scoping and technical requirements for a particular use and/or improvement type in
the same section heading when it was plausible, even if a particular requirement is repeated in
multiple locations throughout the book.

It's hard to believe that the CalDAG is celebrating its’ twenty-sixth year in existence, and that this is
the tenth edition. With California’s adoption of the 2010 ADA standards into Chapter 11B of the
CBC as a base document, and with the subsequent incorporation of those provisions adopted by
California that are in addition to, or more stringent than, the federal accessibility requirements, the
CBC disabled accessibility provisions are hopefully more stable now than they have ever been in
the past. | sincerely hope that all of the information contained in the CalDAG helps the design and
construction professional provide for correct disabled accessibility compliance, and that the
numerous enforcement officials for the governing bodies in California can develop an increased
level of consistency in the enforcement and interpretation of disabled accessibility requirements
throughout the state.
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