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PREFACE
The International Residential Code® (IRC®) outlines several stages of inspections
from start to completion of each project. Jurisdictions may have their own
specific inspections, too, or have some variations of the IRC inspections.
Additionally, what items are inspected at each stage might vary slightly from
jurisdiction to jurisdiction, which makes it more challenging to understand.
Consistency and common understanding of various stages of inspections, and
what is involved at each inspection type, creates a strong learning foundation and
leads to better and safer buildings.
Residential Building Inspection: A Step-by-Step Guide is a “how-to” resource
developed by an expert in this field with many years of experience in project
management, inspections and training those entering this field. This book will
benefit a variety of professionals, such as building department personnel,
builders, contractors, project managers, homeowners and others involved in
residential building construction. Beginners as well as those with experience can
benefit by improving consistency, establishing departmental procedures or
creating a strong training program. The procedures, inspection items and
approaches are generic and applicable everywhere, regardless of the model code
edition or custom or state code edition adopted. Numerous photos and graphics
provide an invaluable visual presentation to enhance understanding and support
the presentation.
The International Code Council® publishes standards and model codes and,
together with its subsidiaries, provides support services such as product
evaluation, accreditation, solar rating and certification, personnel certification,
training/education, plan review and code opinions for ICC members, creating a
complete building safety system. The I-Codes® and standards are used in
research, in education, as a resource for various building construction guides/
publications and as the basis for adoption at local and state levels. Many states
create their own custom state codes based on the I-Codes, such as California,
Florida and North Carolina, and many jurisdictions adopt the I-Codes with
amendments.

About the International Code Council
The International Code Council is a member-focused association. It is dedicated
to developing model codes and standards used in the design, build and
compliance process to construct safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient
structures.
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Most U.S. communities and many global markets choose the I-Codes. ICC
Evaluation Service (ICC-ES) is the industry leader in performing technical
evaluations for code compliance, fostering safe and sustainable design and
construction.
Headquarters: 500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor
Washington, DC 20001-2070
Regional Offices: Eastern Regional Office (BIRMINGHAM)
Central Regional Office (CHICAGO)
Western Regional Office (LOS ANGELES)
Phone:

888-ICC-SAFE (888-422-7233)

Website:

www.iccsafe.org

About the International Residential Code
Building officials, design professionals, contractors and others involved in the
field of residential building construction recognize the need for a modern, upto-date residential code addressing the design and installation of building
systems through both prescriptive and performance requirements. The
International Residential Code (IRC), 2018 Edition, is intended to meet these needs
through model code regulations that safeguard the public health and safety in all
communities, large and small. The IRC is kept up to date through ICC’s open
code-development process. The provisions of the 2015 edition, along with those
code changes approved through 2017, make up the 2018 edition.
The IRC is one in a family of International Codes® published by ICC. This
comprehensive residential code establishes minimum regulations for residential
building systems by means of prescriptive and performance-related provisions. It
is founded on broad-based principles that make possible the use of new
materials and new building designs. The IRC is a comprehensive code containing
provisions for building, energy conservation, mechanical, fuel gas, plumbing and
electrical systems. The IRC is available for adoption and use by jurisdictions
internationally. Its use within a governmental jurisdiction is intended to be
accomplished through adoption by reference, in accordance with proceedings
establishing the jurisdiction’s laws.
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INTRODUCTION
Overview
A standard operating procedure (SOP) for each individual inspection and for
different situations would be complex; the procedures included in this manual are based on inspections commonly performed during the construction
of a single-family residence (SFR). Also included are general overviews of
basic inspections commonly associated with existing houses.
The procedures and language listed in this book may differ from what you’ve
been taught because processes and procedures are unique to each jurisdiction.
Things to Remember
♦ Make proper introductions and verify the accuracy of the project

address and the type of inspection.
♦ Verify the previous inspections and possible outstanding corrections.
♦ Check the availability of approved plans, in print or electronically.
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SOFT SKILLS
Soft skills are an important part of the everyday activities of all building industry
professionals. Generally, all parties during the construction process strive to
efficiently and effectively finish a safe place for families to live in without the
need for recalls, multiple returns after final or legal complications. Toward that
goal, all parties should comply with the adopted codes as they were intended, be
service oriented and be open-minded when finding solutions. Consistency,
clarity of written and spoken communication, time lines and continuous learning
are critical aspects for those involved in the building industry.
Two popular ICC publications and training based on them address these topics
in-depth. Inspector Skills by Stephen Van Note and Report Writing for Code Inspectors
by Jean Reynolds and David Diamantes can be found at the following links:
Inspector Skills: http://shop.iccsafe.org/inspector-skills.html
Report Writing for Code Inspectors: http://shop.iccsafe.org/report-writing-forcode-inspectors.html
For ICC training and education, go to: https://learn.iccsafe.org
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