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Preface

The purpose of Significant Changes to the California Fire Code, 2025 Edition, 
is to familiarize fire officials, building officials, plans examiners, fire inspec-
tors, design professionals and others with many of the important changes 

in the 2025 California Fire Code (CFC). This publication is designed to assist code 
users in identifying the specific code changes that have occurred and, more im-
portant, in understanding the reasons behind the changes. It is also a valuable re-
source for jurisdictions in order to help them explain the significance and impact 
of the changes as they go through their code adoption process.

Only a portion of the total number of code changes to the CFC are discussed 
in this book. The changes selected were identified for a number of reasons, includ-
ing their frequency of application, special significance or change in application. 
However, the importance of the changes not included is not to be diminished. 
Further information on all code changes can be found in the Revision History to 
the 2024 I-Codes, available from the International Code Council® (ICC®), through 
the online store at http://shop.iccsafe.org. This resource collection provides 
the published documentation for each successful code change contained in the 
2024  International Fire Code (IFC), since the 2021 edition (2025 CFC is based on 
the 2024 IFC).

Significant Changes to the California Fire Code, 2025 Edition, is arranged to 
follow the general layout of the CFC, including code sections and section num-
ber format. The table of contents, in addition to providing guidance in the use of 
this publication, allows for a quick identification of those significant code changes 
that occur in the 2025 CFC.

Throughout the book, code changes are accompanied by a photograph or 
an illustration to assist in and enhance the reader’s understanding of the specific 
change. A summary and a discussion of the significance of the change are also 
provided. Each code change is identified by type, be it an addition, modification, 
clarification or deletion.

The code change itself is presented in a legislative format similar to the style 
utilized for code change proposals. Deleted code language is shown with a strike-
through, and new code text is indicated by underlining. As a result, the actual 
2025 code language is provided as well as a comparison with the 2022 language, 
so the user can easily determine changes to the specific code text.
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As with any code change text, Significant Changes to the California Fire Code, 
2025 Edition, is best used as a companion to the 2025 CFC. Because only a limited 
discussion of each change is provided, the reader should reference the code itself 
in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the code change and its 
application.

The commentary and opinions set forth in this text are those of the author 
and do not necessarily represent the official position of ICC. In addition, they may 
not represent the views of any enforcing agency because such agencies have the 
sole authority to render interpretations of the CFC. In many cases, the explanatory 
material is derived from the reasoning expressed by code change proponents.

Comments concerning this publication are encouraged and may be directed 
to ICC at significantchanges@iccsafe.org.

About the California Fire Code
Building officials, design professionals and others involved in the building con-
struction industry recognize the need for a modern, up-to-date building code ad-
dressing the design, construction and installation of building systems through re-
quirements emphasizing performance. The 2024 IFC is the basis for the 2025 CFC 
and is intended to meet these needs through model code regulations that safe-
guard the public health and safety in all communities, large and small.

The CFC is one in a family of California building codes (California Code of 
Regulations, Title 24) that are published on a triennial basis. This comprehensive 
fire code establishes minimum regulations for building systems by means of pre-
scriptive and performance-related provisions. It is founded on broad-based prin-
ciples that make possible the use of new materials and new building designs. The 
California Building Standards Commission (CBSC) is responsible for the admin-
istration of each code cycle, which includes the proposal, review and adoption 
processes. Supplements and errata are issued throughout the cycle.
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About California Fire Officials
The Office of the State Fire Marshal supports the mission of CAL FIRE by focusing 
on fire prevention. The Office of the State Fire Marshal provides support through 
a wide variety of fire safety responsibilities, including: regulating buildings in 
which people live, congregate, or are confined; controlling substances and prod-
ucts which may, in and of themselves, or by their misuse, cause injuries, death 
and destruction by file; providing statewide direction for fire prevention within 
wildland areas; regulating hazardous liquid pipelines; developing and reviewing 
regulations and building standards; and providing training and education in fire 
protection methods and responsibilities. These achievements are accomplished 
through several major program elements, including engineering, education, en-
forcement and support from the State Board of Fire Services.
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About the Office of the State 
Fire Marshal
The Office of the State Fire Marshal supports the mission of CAL FIRE by focusing 
on fire prevention. The Office of the State Fire Marshal provides support through a 
wide variety of fire safety responsibilities including: regulating buildings in which 
people live, congregate, or are confined; by controlling substances and products 
which may, in and of themselves, or by their misuse, cause injuries, death and 
destruction by fire; by providing statewide direction for fire prevention within 
wildland areas; by regulating hazardous liquid pipelines; by developing and re-
viewing regulations and building standards; and by providing training and edu-
cation in fire protection methods and responsibilities. These achievements are 
accomplished through several major program elements including engineering, 
education, enforcement and support from the State Board of Fire Services.

Until consolidation with the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection in 1995/1996, the Office of State Fire Marshal was one of the small-
est independent departments in State Government.  The office was established 
by legislative act in 1923, although at that time not as a State Department.  The 
records that are available from those days are rather sparse and it is difficult to 
determine the purpose and intent of the sponsors.  One reason that has been dis-
cussed was the Oakland Hills Fire of 1921 this may have been what was used to 
bring the fire service closer together and to demonstrate the need for a statewide 
fire authority.  It is apparent the original sponsors did not visualize all of the func-
tions, which are now a part of the Office.  Almost every session of the legislature 
has made changes and added further duties and responsibilities

About the International 
Code Council®

The International Code Council is the leading global source of model codes and 
standards and building safety solutions that include product evaluation, ac-
creditation, technology, codification, consulting, training and certification. The 
International Code Council’s codes, standards and solutions are used to ensure 
safe, affordable and sustainable communities and buildings worldwide. 

The International Code Council family of solutions includes the ICC Evaluation 
Service (ICC ES), S. K. Ghosh Associates, the International Accreditation Service 
(IAS), General Code, ICC NTA, ICC Community Development Solutions, Alliance for 
National & Community Resilience (ANCR) and American Legal Publishing.

Office Locations:

Headquarters 
200 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 250 

Washington, DC 20001 
888-ICC-SAFE (888-422-7233) 

www.iccsafe.org
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Eastern Regional Office 
900 Montclair Road 

Birmingham, AL 35213

Central Regional Office 
4051 Flossmoor Road 

Country Club Hills, IL 60478

Western Regional Office 
3060 Saturn Street, Suite 100 

Brea, CA 92821

MENA Regional Office 
Dubai Association Centre Offices, One Central 

Building 2, Office 8, Dubai World Trade Centre Complex 
PO Box 9292, Dubai, UAE 

OCEANIA Regional Office 
Level 9, Nishi Building 

2 Philip Law Street 
Canberra ACT 2601 Australia

Family of Solutions:
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