Significant Changes to the
California Building Code, 2025
Edition:

Based on the 2025 California
Building Code

Brad Wungluck, MPA, MCP, CBO
Douglas W. Thornburg, AIA, CBO
John “Buddy” Showalter, PE

International Code Council Staff:

Chief Operating Officer:
Mark A. Johnson

Senior Vice President, Business and
Product Development:
Hamid Naderi

Vice President and Technical Director,
Products and Services:
Doug Thornburg

Marketing Manager:
Joram Suede

Product Development Coordinator
and Analyst:
Isabella Monteiro

Project Manager:
Doug Thornburg

Publications Manager:
Anne F. Kerr

Manager of Publications Production:
Jen Fitzsimmons

Project Editor:
Stephanie Curtiss

Production Technician:
Linda Foegen

Cover Design:
Julia Lange

California Building Officials:

Executive Director:
Matthew Wheeler

Deputy Director:
Lauren Valdez

Director of Finance:
Cathy Taylor

Director of Innovation and Special Projects:

Anne Jungwirth

T031926

COPYRIGHT © 2025
by International Code Council, Inc.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

INTERNATIONAL
CODE COUNCIL

ISBN: 978-1-967590-70-4 (soft-cover edition)
ISBN: 978-1-967590-71-1 (PDF download)

This publication is a copyrighted work owned by the International Code Council,
Inc. (ICC”). Without separate written permission from the ICC, no part of this
publication may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any
means, including, without limitation, electronic, optical or mechanical means (by
way of example, and not limitation, photocopying or recording by or in an infor-
mation storage and/or retrieval system). For information on use rights and per-
missions, please contact: ICC Publications, 4051 Flossmoor Road, Country Club
Hills, lllinois 60478; 1-888-ICC-SAFE (422-7233); https://www.iccsafe.org/about/
periodicals-and-newsroom/icc-logo-license/.

The information contained in this document is believed to be accurate; however,
it is being provided “as-is” without representation or warranty for informational
purposes only and is intended for use only as a guide. Publication of this docu-
ment by the ICC should not be construed as the ICC engaging in or rendering
engineering, legal or other professional services. Use of the information con-
tained in this publication should not be considered by the user as a substitute for
the advice of a registered professional engineer, attorney or other professional. If
such advice is required, it should be sought through the services of a registered
professional engineer, licensed attorney or other professional.

Trademarks: “International Code Council,” the “International Code Council” logo,
“ICC,” the “ICC” logo, “International Building Code,” “IBC” and other names
and trademarks appearing in this publication are registered trademarks of the
International Code Council, Inc., and/or its licensors (as applicable), and may not
be used without permission.

Errata on various ICC publications may be available on the Content Updates
site at www.iccsafe.org/contentupdates.

First Printing: August 2025

PRINTED IN THE USA



Contents

PART 1
Administration
Chapters 1 and 2

1.10
Health Care Access and Information (HCAI)

1.10.6
Chemical Dependency Recovery Hospital
Responsibilities

101.4.8, Chapter 7A
Wildland-Urban Interface

104
Building Official Duties and Powers

105.2, Item 2
Fences Not Exempt from Permit

202
Definition of Freestanding Building or Structure

202

Definition of Limited Verbal or Physical Assistance

202
Definition of Multi-Bedroom Housing Unit

PART 2
Building Planning
Chapters 3 through 6

304.1
Group B Occupancy Classification

12

14

15

17

19

21

306
Group F Occupancy Classification

307.1.1,414.1
Group H Occupancy Exemptions

310
Group R Occupancy Classification

311
Group S Occupancy Classification

403.5.3

High-Rise Building Stairway Door Operation
404.6

Enclosure of Atriums

408.16,508.2.4
Sallyport Fire Barrier Separation

411
Puzzle Rooms

411.3
Special Amusement Area Alarms

422.7
Domestic Cooking in Ambulatory Care Facilities

423.4.1,423.5.1
Storm Shelter Design Occupant Capacity

503.1.4.1
Occupiable Roof Enclosures

Table 509.1
Incidental Uses

23

25

30

33

35

37

39

41

43

45

47

50

52



iv

CONTENTS

510.2
Horizontal Building Separations

602.4.2
Exposed Mass Timber in Type IV-B Construction

602.4.4.3
Concealed Spaces in Type IV-HT Buildings

603.1
Vapor Retarders in Types | and Il Construction

PART 3
Fire Protection
Chapters 7 and 9

704.2,704.3
Protection of Structural Members

705.6,705.7,705.12.1
Fire-Resistance-Rated Exterior Wall Continuity

705.7.1
Exterior Wall/Floor Intersections in Type llI
Construction

706.1.2,706.2
Fire Walls—Deemed to Comply

707.6,707.7
Openings in Shaft Enclosures

707.8
Fire Barrier Joints

707.9,715.2,715.6
Continuity Head-of-Wall Systems

708.4.1,709.4.2,710.4.1
Walls Enclosing Elevator Lobbies

710.4
Continuity of Smoke Partitions in Group I-2

713.13.4
Chute Discharge Room Opening Protection

714.5.1,714.5.1.2
Through Penetration Firestop Systems
in Parking Garages

715.4,715.5
Exterior Curtain Wall and Floor Intersections

716.2.6.1
Fire Door Closing for Storm Shelters

717.2.4,717.2.4.1
Controls in Air Duct Systems

55

58

63

65

67

69

72

75

78

80

82

83

86

88

90

92

94

96

98

717.6.1
Through Penetrations for Group I-2 and I-3

718.2.1
Fireblocking Materials

Table 721.1(2)
Rated Fire-Resistance Periods for Various Walls
and Partitions

Table 721.1(3)
Minimum Protection for Floor and Roof
Systems

Chapter 7A
Wildland-Urban Interface

903.2,903.3.1.1.3
Sprinkler Protection for Batteries

903.2
Sprinklers Based on Occupancy—Batteries

903.3.1.1.1
Sprinkler System Exempt Locations

903.3.1.2
NFPA 13R Sprinkler Systems

903.4
Sprinkler System Supervision and Alarms

905.3,905.4
Standpipe Installations

905.3.4,905.5.1
Standpipes for Stages

907.2.1
Group A Fire Alarms

907.2
Fire Alarm and Detection Systems

907.2.11
Smoke Alarms Near Cooking Appliances

907.5.2.1.3
Audible Alarm Signal Frequency

915
Carbon Monoxide Detection

915.6.1
Carbon Monoxide and Nitrogen Dioxide
Detector Maintenance

100

102

104

106

108

109

111

114

116

118

121

123

125

127

130

132

134

139



PART 4
Means of Egress
Chapter 10

1006.3
Egress from Stories or Occupiable Roofs

1008
Means of Egress lllumination

1009.2.1
Elevator Required for Accessible Means
of Egress

1009.2.2
Maneuvering Clearances at Doors

1010.1.1,1010.4
Size of Doors

1010.2.4,1010.2.5
Locks and Latches

1010.2.6
Unlocking of Stairway Doors

1010.2.9
Access Control Door Locking Systems

1010.2.14, 3006.4
Elevator Lobby Exit Access Doors

1011.5.5.1,1011.5.5.2
Nosing Projection Size and Uniformity

1013.5.1
Photoluminescent Exit Signs

1014.3
Lateral Location of Handrails

1014.7,1014.8
Handrail Extensions and Clearance

1015.3
Guard Height Within Dwelling Units

1015.8

Window Openings in Group R-2 and R-3
Buildings

1016.2

Egress through Intervening Spaces

1017.2.3
Group H-5 Exit Access Travel Distance Increase

1023.7
Interior Exit Stairway Exterior Wall and Roof
Protection

141

143

148

151

153

155

157

161

163

165

167

169

171

173

176

178

180

183

185

CONTENTS

1026.6
Two-Way Communication

1029.3
Wall and Opening Protection at Egress Courts

1030.9.5
Dead-End Aisles in Assembly Spaces

PART 5
Accessibility
Chapters 11A and 11B

1102A.1
Chapter 11A Public Housing Clarification

11B-224.1
Accessibility for Housing at a Place
of Education

11B-224.1.2,11B-224.1.4,11B-603.6
Transient Lodging Bathroom Doors

11B-705.1.2.5
Blended Transitions

11B-809.1
Communication Features in Public Housing

11B-809.1.3
Washing Machines and Clothes Dryers

11B-809.8-11B-809.8.4
Doors Within Residential Dwelling Units
with Adaptable Features

11B-809.10.6.1,11B-809.10.6.3
Transfer Type Showers

11B-902.2
Clear Floor Space at Dining Surfaces

PART 6

Building Envelope, Structural Systems

and Construction Materials
Chapters 12 through 26

1202.3

Unvented Attic and Unvented Enclosed Rafter

Assemblies

1208
Dwelling Unit Size

1211.1
UV Germicidal Irradiation Systems

\"

187

189

191

193

194

195

196

198

199

201

202

205

207

209

212

215

217



vi

CONTENTS

1228.44,1229
Chemical Dependency Recovery Hospital—
Supplemental Service

1402.8
Vertical and Lateral Flame Propagation
Compliance Methods

1403.13, 1403.14, 1404.19
Exterior Wall Materials and Installation

1404.3
Vapor Retarders

1409
Insulated Metal Panel

1502.3
Roof Drainage Scuppers

1504.8
Wind Resistance of Aggregate-Surfaced Roofs

1507.8.1,1507.9.1
Roof Deck Requirements for Wood Shingles
and Shakes

1512.1,1512.2
Reroofing

1604.4
Flexible Versus Rigid Diaphragms

1604.5
Risk Category—PV Systems, Parking Garages
and Multiple Occupancies

Table 1604.5

Risk Categories for I-2 and I-3 and Public
Utilities

1607.8.2

Fire Truck and Emergency Vehicles

1607.9
Loads on Handrails and Guards

1608
Snow Loads

1609
Wind Loads

1609.7,1612.2,1613.5,3001
Elevator Loads

1611
Rain Loads

1613
Earthquake Loads

219

221

223

225

229

234

235

238

240

243

246

250

253

255

257

261

264

266

269

1613.6
Seismic Loads for Sprinklers

1705.2.6
Special Inspection of Metal Building Systems

Table 1705.3
Special Inspection of Reinforcing Bar Welding

1803.5.4
Groundwater

1807.2.5
Guards on Retaining Walls

1809.14,1810.3.12
Grade Beams

1810.3.2.8
Justification of Higher Allowable Stresses

1901.2.1
Structural Concrete with GFRP Reinforcement

1905
Seismic Requirements for Structural Concrete

Chapter 21
Masonry

2103.2.4
Mortar for Adhered Masonry Veneer

2109
Empirical Design of Adobe Masonry

Chapter 22
Steel

2210
Metal Building Systems

2211
Industrial Boltless Steel Shelving

2212
Industrial Steel Work Platforms

2213

Stairs, Ladders and Guarding for Steel
Storage Racks and Industrial Steel Work
Platforms

2303.2
Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood

2303.2.6.3
FRT Strength Adjustments for LVL

Table 2304.6.1
Wood Structural Panel Wall Sheathing

274

275

277

279

281

283

285

287

289

292

295

296

298

305

307

309

311

313

316

318



H 2304.10.1
Fire Protection of Connections
B 2305.1
Wood Shear Walls and Diaphragms
B Table 2306.1,2307.1
ASD and LRFD for Wood
B 2308.2.7
Hillside Light-Frame Wood Construction
W 2308.11.4
Wind Uplift
B 2309.1
Wood Frame Construction Manual
B 2406.1
Multipane Glazed Assemblies
B 2406.4.3
Glazing in Windows
B 2407.1.1
Loads on Glass Guards and Handrails
PART 7

Building Services, Special Devices
and Special Conditions
Chapters 30 through 33

3001.2
Elevator Emergency Communication Systems

3006.2, 3006.3
Elevator Hoistway Door Protection

3007.6
Fire Service Access Elevator Lobbies

3103
Temporary Structures

3109.2
Swimming Pool Safety Act Amendment

PART 8
Appendices
Appendix A through P

Appendix P
Sleeping Lofts

320

322

324

326

328

331

333

334

337

339

340

342

345

347

356

361

362

CONTENTS \'

PART 9

2025 California Existing Building

Code (CEBC)

Chapters 1 through 16, Appendices A
through E and Resource A 367

B 104
Code Official Duties 369

H 202
Definition of Dangerous 370

B 202
Definition of Disproportionate Earthquake
Damage 372

B 301.3,301.3.2
Work Area Compliance Method 374

H 401.2
Work on Nondamaged Components 376

H 405.1.1
Concrete Repairs 378

H 502.1,1101,1102
Additions 380

B 502.2,1103.3
Flood Hazard Areas 384

B 503.11,906.2
Substantial Structural Alteration 387

H 503.13,805.4
Voluntary Seismic and Wind Retrofit 389

B 503.15,804.4
Ambulatory Care Facilities 392

B 506.5.3,1006.3
Seismic Loads 394

B 804.11-804.14
Stairways and Escalators 396

H 1001.2,1004.1,1011.1,1011.2

Fire Alarm and Sprinkler Threshold 398
B 1011.2.1.1

Removal of Sprinkler Systems 400
B 10115

Rooftop Exception 402
PART 10

Code Changes 405



Preface

The purpose of Significant Changes to the California Building Code, 2025 Edition is
to familiarize building officials, fire officials, plans examiners, inspectors, design
professionals, contractors and others in the construction industry with many of
the important changes in the 2025 California Building Code (CBC). This publica-
tion is designed to assist those code users in identifying the specific code changes
that have occurred and, more importantly, understanding the reasons behind
the changes. It is also a valuable resource for jurisdictions in their code-adoption
process.

Only a portion of the total number of code changes to the CBC are discussed
in this book. The changes selected were identified for several reasons, includ-
ing their frequency of application, special significance or change in application.
However, the importance of those changes not included is not to be diminished.
Further information on all code changes can be found in the Revision History
to the 2024 I|-Codes: Successful Changes and Public Comments, available from
the International Code Council® (ICC®) online store, and the California Building
Standards Commission website (www.dgs.ca.gov/bsc). The resource collection,
through the published documentation, and the CBSC website together provide
the information for each successful code change contained in the 2025 CBC since
the 2022 edition.

The CBC discussion in this book is organized into ten general categories, each
representing a distinct grouping of code topics. It is arranged to follow the general
layout of the CBC, including code sections and section number format. The table
of contents, in addition to guiding the use of this publication, allows for quick
identification of those significant code changes that occur in the 2025 CBC.

This edition of Significant Changes to the California Building Code includes a
ninth part that addresses a limited number of selected code changes that occur
in the 2025 edition of the California Existing Building Code (CEBC). Applicable to
all existing buildings, the CEBC is intended to provide flexibility to permit the use
of alternative approaches to achieve compliance with minimum requirements
to safeguard public health, safety and welfare. Both structural and nonstructural
changes are addressed in Part 9 of this publication.

Throughout the book, each change is accompanied by a photograph, an
application example or an illustration to assist and enhance the reader’s under-
standing of the specific change. A summary and a discussion of the significance
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of the changes are also provided. Each code change is identified by type, be it an
addition, modification, clarification or deletion.

The code change itself is presented in a format similar to the style utilized for
code-change proposals. Deleted code language is shown with a strike-through,
whereas new code textisindicated by underlining. As a result, the actual 2025 code
language is provided, as well as a comparison with the 2022 code language, so the
user can easily determine changes to the specific code text.

Part 10 is a table summarizing the code changes that affect each section in
the Significant Changes to the California Building Code. This table provides code
change numbers from the ICC code change cycle (2021 Group A/2022 Group B)
corresponding to the significant changes discussed in this publication. More infor-
mation about the original proposals, committee modifications or publiccomment
modifications is available on the ICC website by searching for the code change
number. Note also that Digital Codes Premium subscribers have direct access to
this information via Digital Codes Premium.

As with any code-change text, Significant Changes to the California Building
Code, 2025 edition, is best used as a study companion to the 2025 CBC. Because
only a limited discussion of each change is provided, the code itself should always
be referenced to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the code change
and its application.

The commentary and opinions outlined in this text are those of the authors
and do not necessarily represent the official position of the ICC and CALBO. In
addition, they may not represent the views of any enforcing agency, as such agen-
cies have the sole authority to render interpretations of the CBC. In many cases,
the explanatory material is derived from the reasoning expressed by the code-
change proponent.

The authors have also reviewed the best available information regarding cer-
tain IBC/CBC-referenced codes and standards. When an existing code or standard
is updated or is newly referenced, background is sometimes provided to assist in
understanding its impact. However, each code or standard development organi-
zation should be consulted for information on and interpretation of their respec-
tive standards.

Comments concerning this publication are encouraged and may be directed
to the ICC at significantchanges@iccsafe.org.

About the California
Building Code

The California Building Code (CBC) is Part 2 of thirteen parts of the official trien-
nial compilation and publication of the adoptions, amendments and repeal of
administrative regulations to California Code of Regulations, Title 24, also referred
to as the California Building Standards Code. The California Building Code estab-
lishes minimum requirements for building systems using prescriptive and per-
formance-related provisions. It is founded on broad-based principles that make
possible the use of new materials and new building designs.

The California Building Standards Code is published in its entirety every
three years by order of the California legislature, with supplements published in
intervening years. The California legislature delegated authority to various state
agencies, boards, commissions and departments to create building regulations
to implement the State’s statutes. These building regulations, or standards, have
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the same force of law, and take effect 180 days after their publication unless oth-
erwise stipulated. The California Building Standards Code applies to occupancies
in the State of California as annotated.

A city, county, or city and county may establish more restrictive building stan-
dards reasonably necessary because of local climatic, geological or topographical
conditions. Findings of the local condition(s) and the adopted local building stan-
dard(s) must generally be filed with the California Building Standards Commission
(or other filing if indicated) to become effective, and may not be effective sooner
than the effective date of this edition of the California Building Standards Code.
Local building standards that were adopted and applicable to previous editions
of the California Building Standards Code do not apply to this edition without ap-
propriate adoption and the required filing.
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