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NEW DESIGN FOR THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL CODES

The 2024 International Codes® (I-Codes®) have undergone substantial formatting changes as part of the 

digital transformation strategy of the International Code Council® (ICC®) to improve the user experience. The 

resulting product better aligns the print and PDF versions of the I-Codes with the ICC’s Digital Codes® content. 

The changes, promoting a cleaner, more modern look and enhancing readability and sustainability, include:

Single-column

text 

Modernized 

font styles

A B C D

a b c d
Shading for table 

headers and notes

Consistent

grouping of 

associated content 
(e.g., tables

immediately follow 
parent sections)

Streamlined lists

More information can be found at iccsafe.org/design-updates.
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FORMATTING CHANGES TO THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL CODES
The 2024 International Codes® (I-Codes®) have undergone substantial formatting changes as part of the digital transformation strat-
egy of the International Code Council® (ICC®) to improve the user experience. The resulting product better aligns the print and PDF
versions of the I-Codes with the ICC’s Digital Code content. Additional information can be found at iccsafe.org/design-updates.

Marginal Markings

Coordination of the I-Codes
The coordination of technical provisions allows the I-Codes to be used as a complete set of complementary documents. Individual
codes can also be used in subsets or as stand-alone documents. Some technical provisions that are relevant to more than one
subject area are duplicated in multiple model codes.

Italicized Terms
 Words and terms defined in Chapter 2, Definitions, are italicized where they appear in code text and the Chapter 2 definitions apply.
Although care has been taken to ensure applicable terms are italicized, there may be instances where a defined term has not been
italicized or where a term is italicized but the definition found in Chapter 2 is not applicable. For example, Chapter 2 of the Interna-
tional Building Code® (IBC®) contains a definition for “Listed” that is applicable to equipment, products and services. The term
“listed” is also used in that code to refer to a list of items within the code or within a referenced document. For the latter, the Chapter
2 definition would not be applicable. 

Adoption of International Code Council Codes and Standards
The International Code Council maintains a copyright in all of its codes and standards. Maintaining copyright allows the Code Coun-
cil to fund its mission through sales of books in both print and digital format. The Code Council welcomes incorporation by reference
of its codes and standards by jurisdictions that recognize and acknowledge the Code Council’s copyright in the codes and standards,
and further acknowledge the substantial shared value of the public/private partnership for code development between jurisdictions
and the Code Council. By making its codes and standards available for incorporation by reference, the Code Council does not waive
its copyright in its codes and standards. 

The Code Council’s codes and standards may only be adopted by incorporation by reference in an ordinance passed by the
governing body of the jurisdiction. “Incorporation by reference” means that in the adopting ordinance, the governing body cites only
the title, edition, relevant sections or subsections (where applicable), and publishing information of the model code or standard, and
the actual text of the model code or standard is not included in the ordinance (see graphic, “Adoption of International Code Council
Codes and Standards”). The Code Council does not consent to the reproduction of the text of its codes or standards in any ordinance.
If the governing body enacts any changes, only the text of those changes or amendments may be included in the ordinance.

 = Indicates where an entire section, paragraph, exception or table has been deleted or an
item in a list of items or a table has been deleted from the ICC 2024 edition.

→ = Indicates Oregon or IFC model code language deleted by City of Portland.

> = Indicates IFC model code language deleted by Oregon.

   || = Indicates a State of Oregon amendment has been made to the International Code.

   | = Indicates a City of Portland amendment has been made to the Oregon Fire Code. 
= Indicates a technical change from the requirements of the ICC 2024 edition.

Minor changes, such as section renumbering and removal of references to International Codes are 
not indicated with a double rule in the margin.
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The Code Council also recognizes the need for jurisdictions to make laws accessible to the public. Accordingly, all I-Codes and I-
Standards, along with the laws of many jurisdictions, are available to view for free at codes.iccsafe.org/codes/i-codes. These docu-
ments may also be purchased, in both digital and print versions, at shop.iccsafe.org.

To facilitate adoption, some I-Code sections contain blanks for fill-in information that needs to be supplied by the adopting juris-
diction as part of the adoption legislation. For example, the IFC contains:

Section A101.1. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTON]
Section A101.3. Insert: [NUMBER OF YEARS]
Section 103.1. Insert: [NAME OF DEPARTMENT]
Section 113.4. Insert: [OFFENSE, DOLLAR AMOUNT, NUMBER OF DAYS]
Section 1103.5.3. Insert: [DATE BY WHICH SPRINKLER SYSTEM MUST BE INSTALLED]
For further information or assistance with adoption, including a sample ordinance, jurisdictions should contact the Code Council

at incorporation@iccsafe.org.

INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE
 The IFC is a model code that regulates minimum fire safety requirements for new and existing buildings, facilities, storage and
processes. The IFC addresses fire prevention, fire protection, life safety and safe storage and use of hazardous materials in new and
existing buildings, facilities and processes. The IFC provides a total approach of controlling hazards in all buildings and sites, regard-
less of the hazard being indoors or outdoors.

The IFC is a design document. For example, before one constructs a building, the site must be provided with an adequate water
supply for firefighting operations and a means of building access for emergency responders in the event of a medical emergency, fire
or natural or technological disaster. Depending on the building’s occupancy and uses, the IFC regulates the various hazards that may
be housed within the building, including refrigeration systems, application of flammable finishes, fueling of motor vehicles, high-
piled combustible storage, and the storage and use of hazardous materials. The IFC sets forth minimum requirements for these and
other hazards and contains requirements for maintaining the life safety of building occupants; protecting emergency responders;
and limiting the damage to a building and its contents as the result of a fire, explosion or unauthorized hazardous material
discharge.

As described, the IFC has many types of requirements for buildings and facilities. The applicability of these requirements varies.
An understanding of the applicability of requirements, as addressed in Sections 102.1 and 102.2, is necessary. Section 102.1
addresses when the construction and design provisions are applicable, whereas Section 102.2 addresses when the administrative,
operational and maintenance provisions are applicable. Generally, the construction and design provisions apply to only new build-

ADOPTION OF INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL
CODES AND STANDARDS
INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

What does “incorporate by reference” mean? If a governmental agency or authority having jurisdiction 
(AHJ) over code adoption wishes to adopt a model code for legislative or regulatory purposes, it will enact an 
ordinance, regulation or law to incorporate by reference (IBR) the relevant code. The actual text of the model 
code is not included in the law, but the enacting law will include the full text of any changes or amendments 
enacted by the legislative body of the AHJ.

Step 1
The International Code 

Council updates the 
current model codes 

every three years.

Step 5

and amendments are 
added or recommended 

through the review 
process. 

Step 2
The International Code 
Council publishes the 

code both in print 
and online.  

Step 4
The adoption timeframe 

is set.

Step 6
AHJs set effective date, 
and notify stakeholders 

working on projects.

Step 3
The model code review 

process begins with 
governments.  

Step 7
Code is adopted into 

law through legislative or 
regulatory action, citing 

the title, edition and 
publishing information 

of the model 
code. 

23-22359
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ings or existing buildings and occupancies as addressed by Chapter 11. The administrative, maintenance and operational
requirements are applicable to all buildings and facilities, whether new or existing.  

ARRANGEMENT AND FORMAT OF THE 2024 IFC
Before applying the requirements of the IFC, it is beneficial to understand its arrangement and format. The IFC, like other codes
published by the ICC, is arranged and organized to follow sequential steps that generally occur during a plan review or inspection.

The IFC is organized into seven parts. Each part represents a broad subject matter and includes the chapters that logically fit
under the subject matter of each part. It is also foreseeable that additional chapters will need to be added in the future as regulations
for new processes or operations are developed. Accordingly, the structure was designed to accommodate such future chapters by
providing reserved (unused) chapters in several of the parts. This will allow the subject matter parts to be conveniently and logically
expanded without requiring a major renumbering of the IFC chapters.

International Building Code Correlated Topics
The IFC requirements for fire-resistance-rated construction, interior finish, fire protection systems, means of egress and construction
safeguards are directly correlated to the chapters containing parallel requirements in the IBC as follows:

CHAPTER TOPICS
PARTS AND CHAPTERS SUBJECTS

Part I—Chapters 1 and 2 Administrative and definitions

Part II—Chapters 3 and 4 General safety provisions

Part III—Chapters 5 through 12 Building and equipment design features

Part III—Chapters 13 through 19 Reserved for future use

Part IV—Chapters 20 through 41 Special occupancies and operations

Part IV—Chapters 42 through 49; 52 Reserved for future use

Part V—Chapters 50, 51 and 53 through 67 Hazardous materials

Part V—Chapters 68 through 79 Reserved for future use

Part VI—Chapter 80 Referenced standards

Part VII—Appendices A through O Adoptable and informational appendices

IFC/IBC CORRELATED TOPICS

IFC CHAPTER/SECTION IBC CHAPTER/SECTION SUBJECT

Chapter 7 Chapter 7 Fire and smoke protection features (Fire-resistance-rated construction in the IBC)

Chapter 8 Chapter 8 Interior finish, decorative materials and furnishings

Chapter 9 Chapter 9 Fire protection and life safety systems

Chapter 10 Chapter 10 Means of egress

Section 1203 Chapter 27 Emergency and standby power

Chapter 31 Section 3103 Temporary structures

Chapter 33 Chapter 33 Construction fire safety

Chapters 50–67 Sections 307, 414, 415 Hazardous materials and Group H requirements
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