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FOREWORD

With energy effi ciency and green con struc tion near the top of the national and global con struc tion
agenda, the Inter na tional Code Coun cil® (ICC®) and the Amer i can Soci ety of Heat ing, Refrig er at ing
and Air-Con di tion ing Engi neers (ASHRAE) are once again col lab o rat ing on a joint pub li ca tion that
offers the best of the energy effi ciency require ments for both res i den tial and com mer cial build ings.
This new  pub li ca tion, con tain ing both the 2012 Inter na tional Energy Con ser va tion Code® (IECC®)
and ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Stan dard 90.1- 2010, Energy Stan dard for Build ings Except Low-Rise
Res i den tial Build ings (ASHRAE 90.1) in one vol ume, fol lows the great suc cess of the ini tial effort
that resulted in the pub li ca tion of the 2009 IECC/ASHRAE 90.1-2007 in one book. This has been a
big pos i tive step for ward in the efforts of both orga ni za tions to increase aware ness and effec tive
appli ca tion of energy-effi cient cri te ria in build ing design.

The orig i nal joint pub li ca tion came about as a direct result of the Amer i can Recov ery and Rein vest -
ment Act of 2009 (ARRA), passed in Feb ru ary 2009. ARRA was designed to stim u late eco nomic
recov ery by pro vid ing stim u lus fund ing to var i ous sec tors of the econ omy and to accom plish a pol icy
goal of cre at ing more energy-effi cient build ings.

There is almost uni ver sal agree ment that increas ing the energy effi ciency of build ings is a sim ple
and effec tive way to reduce over all energy use and, ulti mately, reduce car bon emis sions. More than
70 per cent of all elec tric ity in the United States, and about 40 per cent of the total energy world wide,
is con sumed by res i den tial and com mer cial build ings. Con se quently, even small increases in build -
ing effi ciency result in big reduc tions of energy and car bon emis sions.

Both ICC and ASHRAE are proud of the pro cesses they admin is ter to pro duce the Inter na tional
Energy Con ser va tion Code and ANSI/ASHRAE/IESNA Stan dard 90.1. Brought together are
experts, gov ern ment offi cials from all lev els, and indus try rep re sen ta tives who man u fac ture, ser vice 
and main tain the sys tems and prod ucts that go into energy-effi cient build ings. These open and
trans par ent pro cesses pro duce doc u ments that are respected and usable by all com mu ni ties.

These two doc u ments are rec og nized by the fed eral gov ern ment, in sev eral bills dat ing back to
2003, as the benchmarks for the energy effi ciency of res i den tial and com mer cial build ings. They
address the same issues and, because both may over lap in their cov er age of build ing sys tems and
designs, it makes sense to pub lish these two doc u ments together —for the ben e fit of build ing
design ers, engi neers and build ing code com pli ance per son nel. In some cases, hav ing both doc u -
ments in one place will make it eas ier to choose between dif fer ent design options. In all cases, this
dual edi tion will help ensure that newly built and ren o vated build ings are in com pli ance with the lat est 
ref er ences avail able, from local require ments to those con tin u ing the fed eral goal of higher energy
effi ciency in all types of build ings.

Rich ard P. Weiland
Chief Exec u tive Offi cer
Inter na tional Code Coun cil, Inc.
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