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CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the follow-
ing words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have
the meanings shown in this chapter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense
include the future; words stated in the masculine gender
include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes
the plural and the plural, the singular.

201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not
defined in this code and are defined in the International
Building Code, International Fuel Gas Code, International
Mechanical Code or International Plumbing Code, such
terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them as in those
codes.

201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this section, such terms
shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context
implies. Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, 11th Edi-
tion, shall be considered as providing ordinarily accepted
meanings.

SECTION 202
GENERAL DEFINITIONS

[BG] 24-HOUR BASIS. The actual time that a person is an
occupant within a facility for the purpose of  receiving  care. 
It shall not include a facility that is open for 24 hours and is
capable of providing care to someone visiting the facility
during any segment of the 24 hours.

[BE] ACCESSIBLE MEANS OF EGRESS. A continuous
and unobstructed way of egress travel from any accessible
point in a building or facility to a public way.

[BE] ACCESSIBLE ROUTE. A continuous, unobstructed
path that complies with Chapter 11 of the International
Building Code.

AEROSOL. A product that is dispensed from an aerosol con-
tainer by a propellant.

Aerosol products shall be classified by means of the calcu-
lation of their chemical heats of combustion and shall be des-
ignated Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3.

Level 1 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical
heat of combustion that is less than or equal to 8,600 Brit-
ish thermal units per pound (Btu/lb) (20 kJ/g).

Level 2 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical
heat of combustion that is greater than 8,600 Btu/lb (20 kJ/
g), but less than or equal to 13,000 Btu/lb (30 kJ/g).

Level 3 aerosol products. Those with a total chemical
heat of combustion that is greater than 13,000 Btu/lb (30
kJ/g).

AEROSOL CONTAINER. A metal can, or a glass or plastic
bottle designed to dispense an aerosol.

AEROSOL WAREHOUSE. A building used for warehous-
ing aerosol products.

AGENCY. Any emergency responder department within the
jurisdiction that utilizes radio frequencies for communica-
tion.  This could include, but not be limited to, various public
safety agencies such as fire departments, emergency medical
services and law enforcement.

AGENT. A person who shall have charge, care or control of
any structure as owner, or agent of the owner, or as executor,
executrix, administrator, administratrix, trustee or guardian of
the estate of the owner. Any such person representing the
actual owner shall be bound to comply with the provisions of
this code to the same extent as if that person was the owner.

[BG] AGRICULTURAL BUILDING. A structure designed
and constructed to house farm implements, hay, grain, poul-
try, livestock or other horticultural products. This structure
shall not be a place of human habitation or a place of employ-
ment where agricultural products are processed, treated or
packaged, nor shall it be a place used by the public.

AGRO-INDUSTRIAL. A facility, or portion thereof, hous-
ing operations involving the transforming of raw agricultural
products into intermediate or consumable products.

[BG] AIR-INFLATED STRUCTURE. A structure that
uses air-pressurized membrane beams, arches or other ele-
ments to enclose space. Occupants of such a structure do not
occupy the pressurized areas used to support the structure.

[BG] AIR-SUPPORTED STRUCTURE. A structure
wherein the shape of the structure is attained by air pressure,
and occupants of the structure are within the elevated pres-
sure area. Air supported structures are of two basic types:

Double skin. Similar to a single skin, but with an attached
liner that is separated from the outer skin and provides an
airspace which serves for insulation, acoustic, aesthetic or
similar purposes.

Single skin. Where there is only the single outer skin and
the air pressure is directly against that skin.

AIRCRAFT MOTOR-VEHICLE FUEL-DISPENSING
FACILITY. That portion of property where flammable or
combustible liquids or gases used as motor fuels are stored
and dispensed from fixed automotive-type equipment into the
fuel tanks of aircraft.

AIRCRAFT OPERATION AREA (AOA). Any area used
or intended for use for the parking, taxiing, takeoff, landing
or other ground-based aircraft activity.

AIRPORT. An area of land or structural surface that is used,
or intended for use, for the landing and taking off of aircraft
with an overall length greater than 39 feet (11 887 mm) and
an overall exterior fuselage width greater than 6.6 feet (2012
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mm), and any appurtenant areas that are used or intended for
use for airport buildings and other airport facilities.

[BE] AISLE. An unenclosed exit access component that
defines and provides a path of egress travel.

[BE] AISLE ACCESSWAY. That portion of an exit access
that leads to an aisle.

ALARM, NUISANCE. See “Nuisance alarm.”

ALARM DEVICE, MULTIPLE STATION.  See “Multi-
ple-station alarm device.”

ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE. A fire alarm
system component such as a bell, horn, speaker, light or text
display that provides audible, tactile or visible outputs, or any
combination thereof. See also “Audible alarm notification
appliance” or “Visible alarm notification appliance.”

ALARM SIGNAL. A signal indicating an emergency requir-
ing immediate action, such as a signal indicative of fire.

ALARM VERIFICATION FEATURE. A feature of auto-
matic fire detection and alarm systems to reduce unwanted
alarms wherein smoke detectors report alarm conditions for a
minimum period of time, or confirm alarm conditions within
a given time period, after being automatically reset, in order
to be accepted as a valid alarm-initiation signal.

ALCOHOL-BASED HAND RUB. An alcohol-containing
preparation designed for application to the hands for reducing
the number of viable microorganisms on the hands and con-
taining ethanol or isopropanol in an amount not exceeding
95-percent by volume.

ALCOHOL-BLENDED FUELS. Flammable liquids con-
sisting of 10-percent or greater, by volume, ethanol or other
alcohols blended with gasoline.

[A] ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an
existing structure other than a repair or addition.

[BE] ALTERNATING TREAD DEVICE. A device that
has a series of steps between 50 and 70  degrees (0.87 and
1.22 rad) from horizontal, usually attached to a center support
rail in an alternating manner so that the user does not have
both feet on the same level at the same time.

[BG] AMBULATORY CARE FACILITY. Buildings or
portions thereof used to provide medical, surgical, psychiat-
ric, nursing or similar care on a less-than-24-hour basis to
persons who are rendered incapable of self-preservation by
the services provided.

AMMONIUM NITRATE.  A chemical compound repre-
sented by the formula NH4NO3.

ANNUNCIATOR. A unit containing one or more indicator
lamps, alphanumeric displays or other equivalent means in
which each indication provides status information about a cir-
cuit, condition or location.

[A] APPROVED. Acceptable to the fire code official.

APPROVED AGENCY. An established and recognized
agency regularly engaged in conducting tests or furnishing
inspection services, when such agency has been approved.
Officials licensed in accordance with the provisions of sec-
tion 29-262 of the Connecticut General Statutes, and

employed by the jurisdiction in which the building or struc-
ture is being constructed, shall be considered an approved
agency for the portions of this code also regulated by the
Connecticut State Building Code.

[BG] AREA, BUILDING. The area included within sur-
rounding exterior walls (or exterior walls and fire walls)
exclusive of vent shafts and courts. Areas of the building not
provided with surrounding walls shall be included in the
building area if such areas are included within the horizontal
projection of the roof or floor above.

[BE] AREA OF REFUGE. An area where persons unable to
use stairways can remain temporarily to await instructions or
assistance during emergency evacuation.

ARRAY. The configuration of storage. Characteristics con-
sidered in defining an array include the type of packaging,
flue spaces, height of storage and compactness of storage.

ARRAY, CLOSED. A storage configuration having a 6-inch
(152 mm) or smaller width vertical flue space that restricts air
movement through the stored commodity.

[BG] ATRIUM. An opening connecting two or more stories
other than enclosed stairways, elevators, hoistways, escala-
tors, plumbing, electrical, air-conditioning or other equip-
ment, which is closed at the top and not defined as a mall.
Stories, as used in this definition, do not include balconies
within assembly groups or mezzanines that comply with Sec-
tion 505 of the International Building Code.

[BG] ATTIC. The space between the ceiling beams of the
top story and the roof rafters.

AUDIBLE ALARM NOTIFICATION APPLIANCE. A
notification appliance that alerts by the sense of hearing.

AUTOMATED RACK STORAGE. Automated rack stor-
age is a stocking method whereby the movement of pallets,
products, apparatus or systems are automatically controlled
by mechanical or electronic devices.

AUTOMATIC. As applied to fire protection devices, a
device or system providing an emergency function without
the necessity for human intervention and activated as a result
of a predetermined temperature rise, rate of temperature rise
or combustion products.

AUTOMATIC FIRE-EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM. An
approved system of devices and equipment which automati-
cally detects a fire and discharges an approved fire-extin-
guishing agent onto or in the area of a fire.

AUTOMATIC SMOKE DETECTION SYSTEM. A fire
alarm system that has initiation devices that utilize smoke
detectors for protection of an area such as a room or space
with detectors to provide early warning of fire.

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM. An automatic
sprinkler system, for fire protection purposes, is an integrated
system of underground and overhead piping designed in
accordance with fire protection engineering standards. The
system includes a suitable water supply. The portion of the
system above the ground is a network of specially sized or
hydraulically designed piping installed in a structure or area,
generally overhead, and to which automatic sprinklers are
connected in a systematic pattern. The system is usually acti-
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vated by heat from a fire and discharges water over the fire
area.

AUTOMATIC WATER MIST SYSTEM. A system con-
sisting of a water supply, a pressure source and a distribution
piping system with attached nozzles which, at or above a
minimum operating pressure, defined by its listing, dis-
charges water in fine droplets meeting the requirements of
NFPA 750 for the purpose of the control, suppression or
extinguishment of a fire. Such systems include wet-pipe, dry-
pipe and pre-action types. The systems are designed as engi-
neered, preengineered, local-application or total flooding sys-
tems.

AUTOMOTIVE MOTOR FUEL-DISPENSING FACIL-
ITY. That portion of property where flammable or combusti-
ble liquids or gases used as motor fuels are stored and
dispensed from fixed equipment into the fuel tanks of motor
vehicles.

AVERAGE AMBIENT SOUND LEVEL. The root mean
square, A-weighted sound pressure level measured over a 24-
hour period, or the time any person is present, whichever time
period is less.

[BG] AWNING. An architectural projection that provides
weather protection, identity or decoration and is partially or
wholly supported by the building to which it is attached. An
awning is comprised of a lightweight frame structure over
which a covering is attached.

[BE] BALANCED DOOR. A door equipped with double-
pivoted hardware so designed as to cause a semicounter bal-
anced swing action when opening.

BALED COTTON.  See “Cotton.”

BALED COTTON, DENSELY PACKED. See “Cotton.”

BARRICADE. A structure that consists of a combination of
walls, floor and roof, which is designed to withstand the rapid
release of energy in an explosion and which is fully confined,
partially vented or fully vented; or other effective method of
shielding from explosive materials by a natural or artificial
barrier.

Artificial barricade. An artificial mound or revetment
with a minimum thickness of 3 feet (914 mm).

Natural barricade. Natural features of the ground, such
as hills, or timber of sufficient density that the surrounding
exposures that require protection cannot be seen from the
magazine or building containing explosives when the trees
are bare of leaves.

BARRICADED. The effective screening of a building con-
taining explosive materials from the magazine or other build-
ing, railway or highway by a natural or an artificial barrier. A
straight line from the top of any sidewall of the building con-
taining explosive materials to the eave line of any magazine
or other building or to a point 12 feet (3658 mm) above the
center of a railway or highway shall pass through such bar-
rier.

[BG] BASEMENT. A story that is not a story above grade
plane.

BATTERY SYSTEM, STATIONARY LEAD ACID. A
system which consists of three interconnected subsystems:

1. A lead-acid battery.

2. A battery charger.

3. A collection of rectifiers, inverters, converters and
associated electrical equipment as required for a partic-
ular application.

BATTERY TYPES. 

Lithium-ion battery. A storage battery that consists of
lithium ions embedded in a carbon graphite or nickel
metal-oxide substrate. The electrolyte is a carbonate mix-
ture or a gelled polymer. The lithium ions are the charge
carriers of the battery.

Lithium metal polymer battery. A storage battery that is
comprised of nonaqueous liquid or polymerized electro-
lytes, which provide ionic conductivity between lithiated
positive active material electrically separated from metal-
lic lithium or lithiated negative active material.

Nickel cadmium (Ni-Cd) battery. An alkaline storage
battery in which the positive active material is nickel
oxide, the negative contains cadmium and the electrolyte
is potassium hydroxide.

Nonrecombinant battery. A storage battery in which,
under conditions of normal use, hydrogen and oxygen gas-
ses created by electrolysis are vented into the air outside of
the battery.

Recombinant battery. A storage battery in which, under
conditions of normal use, hydrogen and oxygen gases cre-
ated by electrolysis are converted back into water inside
the battery instead of venting into the air outside of the
battery.

Stationary storage battery. A group of electrochemical
cells interconnected to supply a nominal voltage of DC
power to a suitably connected electrical load, designed for
service in a permanent location. The number of cells con-
nected in a series determines the nominal voltage rating of
the battery. The size of the cells determines the discharge
capacity of the entire battery. After discharge, it may be
restored to a fully charged condition by an electric current
flowing in a direction opposite to the flow of current when
the battery is discharged.

Valve-regulated lead-acid (VRLA) battery. A lead-acid
battery consisting of sealed cells furnished with a valve
that opens to vent the battery whenever the internal pres-
sure of the battery exceeds the ambient pressure by a set
amount. In VRLA batteries, the liquid electrolyte in the
cells is immobilized in an absorptive glass mat (AGM
cells or batteries) or by the addition of a gelling agent (gel
cells or gelled batteries).

Vented (flooded) lead-acid battery. A lead-acid battery
consisting of cells that have electrodes immersed in liquid
electrolyte. Flooded lead-acid batteries have a provision
for the user to add water to the cell and are equipped with
a flame-arresting vent which permits the escape of hydro-



DEFINITIONS

12 2015 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE® PORTION OF PART III OF THE 2018 CONNECTICUT STATE FIRE SAFETY CODE

gen and oxygen gas from the cell in a diffused manner
such that a spark, or other ignition source, outside the cell
will not ignite the gases inside the cell.

BIN BOX. A five-sided container with the open side facing
an aisle. Bin boxes are self-supporting or supported by a
structure designed so that little or no horizontal or vertical
space exists around the boxes.

BIOMASS. Plant- or animal-based material of biological ori-
gin excluding material embedded in geologic formations or
transformed into fossils.

BLAST AREA. The area including the blast site and the
immediate adjacent area within the influence of flying rock,
missiles and concussion.

BLAST SITE. The area in which explosive materials are
being or have been loaded and which includes all holes
loaded or to be loaded for the same blast and a distance of 50
feet (15 240 mm) in all directions.

BLASTER.  A person qualified in accordance with Section
3301.4 to be in charge of and responsible for the loading and
firing of a blast.

BLASTING AGENT. A material or mixture consisting of
fuel and oxidizer, intended for blasting provided that the fin-
ished product, as mixed for use or shipment, cannot be deto-
nated by means of a No. 8 test detonator when unconfined.
Blasting agents are labeled and placarded as Class 1.5 mate-
rial by US DOTn.

[BE] BLEACHERS. Tiered seating supported on a dedi-
cated structural system and two or more rows high and is not
a building element (see “Grandstand”).

[BG] BOARDING HOUSE. A building arranged or used for
lodging for compensation, with or without meals, and not
occupied as a single-family unit.

BOILING POINT. The temperature at which the vapor pres-
sure of a liquid equals the atmospheric pressure of 14.7
pounds per square inch absolute (psia) (101 kPa) or 760 mm
of mercury. Where an accurate boiling point is unavailable
for the material in question, or for mixtures which do not
have a constant boiling point, for the purposes of this classifi-
cation, the 20-percent evaporated point of a distillation per-
formed in accordance with ASTM D86 shall be used as the
boiling point of the liquid.

BONFIRE. An outdoor fire utilized for ceremonial purposes.

[BE] BREAKOUT. For revolving doors, a process whereby
wings or door panels can be pushed open manually for means
of egress travel.

BRITISH THERMAL UNIT (BTU). The heat necessary to
raise the temperature of 1 pound (0.454 kg) of water by 1°F
(0.5565°C).

[A] BUILDING. Any structure used or intended for support-
ing or sheltering any use or occupancy.

BUILDING AREA.  See “Area, building.”

BUILDING HEIGHT.  See “Height, building.”

[A] BUILDING OFFICIAL. The officer or other designated
authority charged with the administration and enforcement of

the International Building Code, or a duly authorized repre-
sentative.

BULK MERCHANDISING RETAIL BUILDING. A
building exceeding 12,000 square feet (1115 m2) in area in
which the sales area includes the storage of combustible
materials on pallets, in solid piles, or in racks in excess of 12
feet (3658 mm) in storage height.

BULK OXYGEN SYSTEM. An assembly of equipment,
such as oxygen storage containers, pressure regulators, safety
devices, vaporizers, manifolds and interconnecting piping,
that has a storage capacity of more than 20,000 cubic feet
(566 m3) of oxygen at normal temperature and pressure
(NTP) including unconnected reserves on hand at the site.
The bulk oxygen system terminates at the point where oxy-
gen at service pressure first enters the supply line. The oxy-
gen containers can be stationary or movable, and the oxygen
can be stored as a gas or liquid.

BULK PLANT OR TERMINAL. That portion of a prop-
erty where flammable or combustible liquids are received by
tank vessel, pipelines, tank car or tank vehicle and are stored
or blended in bulk for the purpose of distributing such liquids
by tank vessel, pipeline, tank car, tank vehicle, portable tank
or container.

BULK TRANSFER. The loading or unloading of flammable
or combustible liquids from or between tank vehicles, tank
cars or storage tanks.

BULLET RESISTANT. Constructed so as to resist penetra-
tion of a bullet of 150-grain M2 ball ammunition having a
nominal muzzle velocity of 2,700 feet per second (fps) (824
mps) when fired from a 30-caliber rifle at a distance of 100
feet (30 480 mm), measured perpendicular to the target.

CANOPY. A structure or architectural projection of rigid
construction over which a covering is attached that provides
weather protection, identity or decoration, and may be struc-
turally independent or supported by attachment to a building
on one end and by not less than one stanchion on the outer
end.

CARBON DIOXIDE EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM. A
system supplying carbon dioxide (CO2) from a pressurized
vessel through fixed pipes and nozzles. The system includes a
manual- or automatic-actuating mechanism.

[BG] CARE SUITE.  In Group I-2 occupancies, a group of
treatment rooms, care recipient sleeping rooms and the sup-
port rooms or spaces and circulation space within the suite
where staff are in attendance for supervision of all care recip-
ients within the suite, and the suite is in compliance with the
requirements of Section 407.4.4 of the International Building
Code.

CARTON. A cardboard or fiberboard box enclosing a prod-
uct.

CEILING LIMIT. The maximum concentration of an air-
borne contaminant to which one may be exposed. The ceiling
limits utilized are those published in DOL 29 CFR Part
1910.1000. The ceiling Recommended Exposure Limit
(REL-C) concentrations published by the U.S. National Insti-
tute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), Threshold
Limit Value-Ceiling (TLV-C) concentrations published by
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the American Conference of Governmental Industrial
Hygienists (ACGIH), Ceiling Workplace Environmental
Exposure Level (WEEL-Ceiling) Guides published by the
American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA), and other
approved, consistent measures are allowed as surrogates for
hazardous substances not listed in DOL 29 CFR Part
1910.1000.

[A] CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY. A change in the use of a
building or a portion of a building. A change of occupancy
shall include any change of occupancy classification, any
change from one group to another group within an occupancy
classification or any change in use within a group for a spe-
cific occupancy classification.

CHEMICAL. An element, chemical compound or mixture
of elements or compounds or both.

CHEMICAL NAME. The scientific designation of a chemi-
cal in accordance with the nomenclature system developed by
the International Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry, the
Chemical Abstracts Service rules of nomenclature, or a name
which will clearly identify a chemical for the purpose of con-
ducting an evaluation.

[M] CHIMNEY. A primarily vertical structure containing
one or more flues for the purpose of carrying gaseous prod-
ucts of combustion and air from a fuel-burning appliance to
the outdoor atmosphere.

Factory-built chimney. A listed and labeled chimney
composed of factory-made components, assembled in the
field in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions and
the conditions of the listing.

Masonry chimney. A field-constructed chimney com-
posed of solid masonry units, bricks, stones, or concrete.

Metal chimney. A field-constructed chimney of metal.

CLEAN AGENT. Electrically nonconducting, volatile or
gaseous fire extinguishant that does not leave a residue upon
evaporation.

[BG] CLINIC, OUTPATIENT. Buildings or portions
thereof used to provide medical care on a less-than-24-hour
basis to persons who are not rendered incapable of self-pres-
ervation by the services provided.

CLOSED CONTAINER. A container sealed by means of a
lid or other device such that liquid, vapor or dusts will not
escape from it under ordinary conditions of use or handling.

CLOSED SYSTEM. The use of a solid or liquid hazardous
material involving a closed vessel or system that remains
closed during normal operations where vapors emitted by the
product are not liberated outside of the vessel or system and
the product is not exposed to the atmosphere during normal
operations; and all uses of compressed gases. Examples of
closed systems for solids and liquids include product con-
veyed through a piping system into a closed vessel, system or
piece of equipment.

COLD DECK. A pile of unfinished cut logs.

COMBUSTIBLE DUST. Finely divided solid material
which is 420 microns or less in diameter and which, when
dispersed in air in the proper proportions, could be ignited by

a flame, spark or other source of ignition. Combustible dust
will pass through a U.S. No. 40 standard sieve.

COMBUSTIBLE FIBERS. Readily ignitable and free-burn-
ing materials in a fibrous or shredded form, such as cocoa
fiber, cloth, cotton, excelsior, hay, hemp, henequen, istle,
jute, kapok, oakum, rags, sisal, Spanish moss, straw, tow,
wastepaper, certain synthetic fibers or other like materials.
This definition does not include densely packed baled cotton.

COMBUSTIBLE GAS DETECTOR. An instrument that
samples the local atmosphere and indicates the presence of
ignitable vapors or gases within the flammable or explosive
range expressed as a volume percent in air.

COMBUSTIBLE LIQUID. A liquid having a closed cup
flash point at or above 100°F (38°C). Combustible liquids
shall be subdivided as follows:

Class II. Liquids having a closed cup flash point at or
above 100°F (38°C) and below 140°F (60°C).

Class IIIA. Liquids having a closed cup flash point at or
above 140°F (60°C) and below 200°F (93°C).

Class IIIB. Liquids having closed cup flash points at or
above 200°F (93°C).

The category of combustible liquids does not include com-
pressed gases or cryogenic fluids.

[M] COMMERCIAL COOKING APPLIANCES. Appli-
ances used in a commercial food service establishment for
heating or cooking food and which produce grease vapors,
steam, fumes, smoke or odors that are required to be removed
through a local exhaust ventilation system. Such appliances
include deep fat fryers, upright broilers, griddles, broilers,
steam-jacketed kettles, hot-top ranges, under-fired broilers
(charbroilers), ovens, barbecues, rotisseries, and similar
appliances. For the purpose of this definition, a food service
establishment shall include any building or a portion thereof
used for the preparation and serving of food.

COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE. A motor vehicle
used to transport passengers or property where the motor
vehicle:

1. Has a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds
(454 kg) or more; or

2. Is designed to transport 16 or more passengers, includ-
ing the driver.

COMMODITY. A combination of products, packing materi-
als and containers.

[BE] COMMON PATH OF EGRESS TRAVEL. That por-
tion of the exit access travel distance measured from the most
remote point within a story to that point where the occupants
have separate and distinct access to two exits or exit access
doorways.

[BE] COMMON USE. Interior or exterior circulation paths,
rooms, spaces or elements that are not for public use and are
made available for the shared use of two or more people.

COMPRESSED GAS. A material, or mixture of materials
that:

1. Is a gas at 68°F (20°C) or less at 14.7 psia (101 kPa) of
pressure; and
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2. Has a boiling point of 68°F (20°C) or less at 14.7 psia
(101 kPa) which is either liquefied, nonliquefied or in
solution, except those gases which have no other
health- or physical-hazard properties are not considered
to be compressed until the pressure in the packaging
exceeds 41 psia (282 kPa) at 68°F (20°C).

The states of a compressed gas are categorized as follows:

1. Nonliquefied compressed gases are gases, other than
those in solution, which are in a packaging under the
charged pressure and are entirely gaseous at a tem-
perature of 68°F (20°C).

2. Liquefied compressed gases are gases that, in a
packaging under the charged pressure, are partially
liquid at a temperature of 68°F (20°C).

3. Compressed gases in solution are nonliquefied gases
that are dissolved in a solvent.

4. Compressed gas mixtures consist of a mixture of
two or more compressed gases contained in a pack-
aging, the hazard properties of which are repre-
sented by the properties of the mixture as a whole.

COMPRESSED GAS CONTAINER. A pressure vessel
designed to hold compressed gases at pressures greater than
one atmosphere at 68°F (20°C) and includes cylinders, con-
tainers and tanks.

COMPRESSED GAS SYSTEM. An assembly of equip-
ment designed to contain, distribute or transport compressed
gases. It can consist of a compressed gas container or con-
tainers, reactors and appurtenances, including pumps, com-
pressors and connecting piping and tubing.

[BG] CONGREGATE LIVING FACILITIES. A building
or part thereof that contains sleeping units where residents
share bathroom and/or kitchen facilities.

CONSTANTLY ATTENDED LOCATION. A designated
location at a facility staffed by trained personnel on a contin-
uous basis where alarm or supervisory signals are monitored
and facilities are provided for notification of the fire depart-
ment or other emergency services.

[A] CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS. The written,
graphic and pictorial documents prepared or assembled for
describing the design, location and physical characteristics of
the elements of the project necessary for obtaining a permit.

CONTAINER. A vessel of 60 gallons (227 L) or less in
capacity used for transporting or storing hazardous materials.
Pipes, piping systems, engines and engine fuel tanks are not
considered to be containers.

CONTAINMENT SYSTEM. A gas-tight recovery system
comprised of equipment or devices which can be placed over
a leak in a compressed gas container, thereby stopping or
controlling the escape of gas from the leaking container.

CONTAINMENT VESSEL. A gas-tight recovery vessel
designed so that a leaking compressed gas container can be
placed within its confines thereby encapsulating the leaking
container.

CONTINUOUS GAS DETECTION SYSTEM. A gas
detection system where the analytical instrument is main-

tained in continuous operation and sampling is performed
without interruption. Analysis is allowed to be performed on
a cyclical basis at intervals not to exceed 30 minutes.

CONTROL AREA. Spaces within a building where quanti-
ties of hazardous materials not exceeding the maximum
allowable quantities per control area are stored, dispensed,
used or handled. See also the definition of “Outdoor control
area.”

[BE] CORRIDOR. An enclosed exit access component that
defines and provides a path of egress travel.

CORRIDOR, OPEN-ENDED. See “Open-ended corridor.”

CORROSIVE. A chemical that causes visible destruction of,
or irreversible alterations in, living tissue by chemical action
at the point of contact. A chemical shall be considered corro-
sive if, when tested on the intact skin of albino rabbits by the
method described in DOTn 49 CFR 173.137, such chemical
destroys or changes irreversibly the structure of the tissue at
the point of contact following an exposure period of 4 hours.
This term does not refer to action on inanimate surfaces.

COTTON. 

Baled cotton. A natural seed fiber wrapped in and secured
with industry-accepted materials, usually consisting of
burlap, woven polypropylene, polyethylene or cotton or
sheet polyethylene, and secured with steel, synthetic or
wire bands, or wire; also includes linters (lint removed
from the cottonseed) and motes (residual materials from
the ginning process).

Baled cotton, densely packed. Cotton, made into banded
bales, with a packing density of not less than 22 pounds
per cubic foot (360 kg/m3), and dimensions complying
with the following: a length of 55 inches (1397 mm), a
width of 21 inches (533.4 mm) and a height of 27.6 to 35.4
inches (701 to 899 mm).

Seed cotton. Perishable raw agricultural commodity con-
sisting of cotton fiber (lint) attached to the seed of the cot-
ton plant, which requires ginning to become a commercial
product.

[BG] COURT. An open, uncovered space, unobstructed to
the sky, bounded on three or more sides by exterior building
walls or other enclosing devices.

[BG] COVERED MALL BUILDING. A single building
enclosing a number of tenants and occupants such as retail
stores, drinking and dining establishments, entertainment and
amusement facilities, passenger transportation terminals,
offices, and other similar uses wherein two or more tenants
have a main entrance into one or more malls. Anchor build-
ings shall not be considered as a part of the covered mall
building. The term “covered mall building” shall include
open mall buildings as defined below. 

Mall. A roofed or covered common pedestrian area within
a covered mall building that serves as access for two or
more tenants and not to exceed three levels that are open
to each other. The term “mall” shall include open malls as
defined below.

Open mall. An unroofed common pedestrian way serving
a number of tenants not exceeding three levels. Circulation
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at levels above grade shall be permitted to include open
exterior balconies leading to exits discharging at grade.

Open mall building. Several structures housing a number
of tenants such as retail stores, drinking and dining estab-
lishments, entertainment and amusement facilities, offices,
and other similar uses wherein two or more tenants have a
main entrance into one or more open malls. Anchor build-
ings are not considered as a part of the open mall building.

CRITICAL CIRCUIT. A circuit that requires continuous
operation to ensure safety of the structure and occupants.

CRYOGENIC CONTAINER. A cryogenic vessel of any
size used for the transportation, handling or storage of cryo-
genic fluids.

CRYOGENIC FLUID. A fluid having a boiling point lower
than -130°F (-89.9°C) at 14.7 pounds per square inch atmo-
sphere (psia) (an absolute pressure of 101.3 kPa).

CRYOGENIC VESSEL. A pressure vessel, low-pressure
tank or atmospheric tank designed to contain a cryogenic
fluid on which venting, insulation, refrigeration or a combina-
tion of these is used in order to maintain the operating pres-
sure within the design pressure and the contents in a liquid
phase.

[BG] CUSTODIAL CARE. Assistance with day-to-day liv-
ing tasks; such as assistance with cooking, taking medication,
bathing, using toilet facilities and other tasks of daily living.
Custodial care includes persons receiving care who have the
ability to respond to emergency situations and evacuate at a
slower rate and/or who have mental and psychiatric compli-
cations.

CYLINDER. A pressure vessel designed for pressures
higher than 40 psia (275.6 kPa) and having a circular cross
section. It does not include a portable tank, multiunit tank car
tank, cargo tank or tank car.

DAMPER. See “Fire damper” and “Smoke damper.”

DAY BOX. A portable magazine designed to hold explosive
materials and constructed in accordance with the require-
ments for a Type 3 magazine as defined and classified in
Chapter 56.

DECORATIVE MATERIALS. All materials applied over
the building interior finish for decorative, acoustical or other
effect including, but not limited to, curtains, draperies, fab-
rics, streamers and all other materials utilized for decorative
effect including, but not limited to, bulletin boards, artwork,
posters, photographs, paintings, batting, cloth, cotton, hay,
stalks, straw, vines, leaves, trees, moss and similar items,
foam plastics and materials containing foam plastics. Decora-
tive materials do not include wall coverings, ceiling cover-
ings, floor coverings, ordinary window shades, interior finish
and materials 0.025 inch (0.64 mm) or less in thickness
applied directly to and adhering tightly to a substrate.

DEFLAGRATION. An exothermic reaction, such as the
extremely rapid oxidation of a flammable dust or vapor in air,
in which the reaction progresses through the unburned mate-
rial at a rate less than the velocity of sound. A deflagration
can have an explosive effect.

DELUGE SYSTEM. A sprinkler system employing open
sprinklers attached to a piping system connected to a water
supply through a valve that is opened by the operation of a
detection system installed in the same area as the sprinklers.
When this valve opens, water flows into the piping system
and discharges from all sprinklers attached thereto.

DESIGN PRESSURE. The maximum gauge pressure that a
pressure vessel, device, component or system is designed to
withstand safely under the temperature and conditions of use
expected.

DETACHED BUILDING. A separate single-story building,
without a basement or crawl space, used for the storage or use
of hazardous materials and located an approved distance
from all structures.

DETEARING. A process for rapidly removing excess wet
coating material from a dipped or coated object or material by
passing it through an electrostatic field.

DETECTOR, HEAT. A fire detector that senses heat, either
abnormally high temperature or rate of rise, or both.

DETONATING CORD. A flexible cord containing a center
core of high explosive used to initiate other explosives.

DETONATION. An exothermic reaction characterized by
the presence of a shock wave in the material which estab-
lishes and maintains the reaction. The reaction zone pro-
gresses through the material at a rate greater than the velocity
of sound. The principal heating mechanism is one of shock
compression. Detonations have an explosive effect.

DETONATOR. A device containing any initiating or pri-
mary explosive that is used for initiating detonation. A deto-
nator shall not contain more than 154.32 grains (10 grams) of
total explosives by weight, excluding ignition or delay
charges. The term includes, but is not limited to, electric
blasting caps of instantaneous and delay types, blasting caps
for use with safety fuses, detonating cord delay connectors,
and noninstantaneous and delay blasting caps which use deto-
nating cord, shock tube or any other replacement for electric
leg wires. All types of detonators in strengths through No. 8
cap should be rated at 11/2 pounds (0.68 kg) of explosives per
1,000 caps. For strengths higher than No. 8 cap, consult the
manufacturer.

[BG] DETOXIFICATION FACILITIES.  Facilities that
provide treatment for substance abuse serving care recipients
who are incapable of self-preservation or who are harmful to
themselves or others.

DIP TANK. A tank, vat or container of flammable or com-
bustible liquid in which articles or materials are immersed for
the purpose of coating, finishing, treating and similar pro-
cesses.

DISCHARGE SITE. The immediate area surrounding the
fireworks mortars used for an outdoor fireworks display.

DISPENSING. The pouring or transferring of any material
from a container, tank or similar vessel, whereby vapors,
dusts, fumes, mists or gases are liberated to the atmosphere.

DISPENSING DEVICE, OVERHEAD TYPE. A dispens-
ing device that consists of one or more individual units
intended for installation in conjunction with each other,
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mounted above a dispensing area typically within the motor
fuel-dispensing facility canopy structure, and characterized
by the use of an overhead hose reel.

DISPLAY SITE. The immediate area where a fireworks dis-
play is conducted. The display area includes the discharge
site, the fallout area and the required separation distance from
the mortars to spectator viewing areas. The display area does
not include spectator viewing areas or vehicle parking areas.

DOOR, BALANCED. See “Balanced door.”

DOOR, DUTCH. See “Dutch door.”

DOOR, LOW ENERGY POWER-OPERATED. See
“Low energy power-operated door.”

DOOR, POWER-ASSISTED. See “Power-assisted door.”

DOOR, POWER-OPERATED. See “Power-operated door.”

DOORWAY, EXIT ACCESS. See “Exit access doorway.”

[BG] DORMITORY. A space in a building where group
sleeping accommodations are provided in one room, or in a
series of closely associated rooms, for persons not members
of the same family group, under joint occupancy and single
management, as in college dormitories or fraternity houses.

DRAFT CURTAIN. A structure arranged to limit the spread
of smoke and heat along the underside of the ceiling or roof.

[BF] DRAFTSTOP. A material, device or construction
installed to restrict the movement of air within open spaces of
concealed areas of building components such as crawl spaces,
floor/ceiling assemblies, roof/ceiling assemblies and attics.

DRY-CHEMICAL EXTINGUISHING AGENT. A pow-
der composed of small particles, usually of sodium bicarbon-
ate, potassium bicarbonate, urea-potassium-based bicarbon-
ate, potassium chloride or monoammonium phosphate, with
added particulate material supplemented by special treatment
to provide resistance to packing, resistance to moisture
absorption (caking) and the proper flow capabilities.

DRY CLEANING. The process of removing dirt, grease,
paints and other stains from such items as wearing apparel,
textiles, fabrics and rugs by use of nonaqueous liquids (sol-
vents).

DRY CLEANING PLANT. A facility in which dry cleaning
and associated operations are conducted, including the office,
receiving area and storage rooms.

DRY CLEANING ROOM. An occupiable space within a
building used for performing dry cleaning operations, the
installation of solvent-handling equipment or the storage of
dry cleaning solvents.

DRY CLEANING SYSTEM. Machinery or equipment in
which textiles are immersed or agitated in solvent or in which
dry cleaning solvent is extracted from textiles.

DUTCH DOOR. A door divided horizontally so that the top
can be operated independently from the bottom.

[BG] DWELLING. A building that contains one or two
dwelling units used, intended or designed to be used, rented,
leased, let or hired out to be occupied for living purposes.

[BG] DWELLING UNIT. A single unit providing complete,
independent living facilities for one or more persons, includ-
ing permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking
and sanitation.

EARLY SUPPRESSION FAST-RESPONSE (ESFR)
SPRINKLER. A sprinkler listed for early suppression fast-
response performance.

[BE] EGRESS COURT. A court or yard which provides
access to a public way for one or more exits.

ELECTROSTATIC FLUIDIZED BED. A container hold-
ing powder coating material that is aerated from below so as
to form an air-supported expanded cloud of such material that
is electrically charged with a charge opposite to that of the
object to be coated. Such object is transported through the
container immediately above the charged and aerated materi-
als in order to be coated.

ELEVATOR GROUP. A grouping of elevators in a building
located adjacent or directly across from one another that
respond to a common hall call button(s).

EMERGENCY ALARM SYSTEM. A system to provide
indication and warning of emergency situations involving
hazardous materials.

EMERGENCY CONTROL STATION. An approved loca-
tion on the premises where signals from emergency equip-
ment are received and which is staffed by trained personnel.

[BE] EMERGENCY ESCAPE AND RESCUE OPEN-
ING. An operable window, door or other similar device that
provides for a means of escape and access for rescue in the
event of an emergency.

EMERGENCY EVACUATION DRILL. An exercise per-
formed to train staff and occupants and to evaluate their effi-
ciency and effectiveness in carrying out emergency
evacuation procedures.

EMERGENCY POWER SYSTEM. A source of automatic
electric power of a required capacity and duration to operate
required life safety, fire alarm, detection and ventilation sys-
tems in the event of a failure of the primary power. Emer-
gency power systems are required for electrical loads where
interruption of the primary power could result in loss of
human life or serious injuries.

EMERGENCY SHUTOFF VALVE. A valve designed to
shut off the flow of gases or liquids.

EMERGENCY SHUTOFF VALVE, AUTOMATIC. A
fail-safe automatic-closing valve designed to shut off the
flow of gases or liquids initiated by a control system that is
activated by automatic means.

EMERGENCY SHUTOFF VALVE, MANUAL. A manu-
ally operated valve designed to shut off the flow of gases or
liquids.

EMERGENCY VOICE/ALARM COMMUNICATIONS.
Dedicated manual or automatic facilities for originating and
distributing voice instructions, as well as alert and evacuation
signals pertaining to a fire emergency, to the occupants of a
building.




