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Preface

A Word to the Wise and Others
While I have been working with these details for more 
years than I can count, tweaking, correcting, and add-
ing more information, there always seems to be some 
small item that is not quite right. Please do reference 
the applicable codes and regulations before using the 
information—that’s why the Sources are there. There 
are additional exceptions in the source material as well, 
that may not be notated within these pages. Be aware 
that the Administrative Authority, for local jurisdictions, 
may have modified these provisions and interpretations, 
although it should not be less stringent than the ADA. 
And then of course, there is the continual refining of 
gray areas with court interpretations, which could have 
further implications. Also, federal government projects 
have slightly differing requirements under the Archi-
tectural Barriers Act (ABA) for facilities that use fed-
eral funds for design, build, or alteration, or are leased 
by a federal agency. The Act was initially passed in 1968 
and modified, expanded, and updated over the years. 
depending on whether the branch is GSA, DOD, or 
USPS, with HUD temporarily adopting the ADA, with 
eleven exceptions, as an equivalent standard for UFAS. 
So use this book as a starting point.

Another item to note that has come up numerous 
times. When referencing standards such as BHMA, 
ANSI, ASME, ASTM, ICC/IBC, and NFPA, I am pur-
posefully not referencing the most current version of 
each. The reason is that both the Department of Justice 
and the Department of Transportation do not provide 
‘blanket approval’ to these standards, but rather review 
specific referenced editions that need to be complied 
with at a minimum. So depending upon local jurisdic-
tion requirements, you may need to comply with more 
than one edition. If there is a conflict with a newer ver-
sion, the older Director of the Federal Register approved 
edition takes precedence. This is discussed in the Scop-
ing section – ADA Chapter 1: Application and Adminis-
tration, 105 Referenced Standards.

Although this book was originally created for proj-
ects within California, it has grown and expanded to 

include all projects under the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act—for projects outside of California, just ignore 
the blue print, whether blue text or blue strike-out 
lines. Remember, the local Administrative Authority 
may have other parameters for the project location that 
you would need to consider and overlay on top of this 
information.

Items in black are per the 2010 Americans with Dis-
abilities Act Standards (ADAS), which became manda-
tory March 15, 2012, with the exception of pools and 
spas for transient lodging, which received an exten-
sion until January 31, 2013, and are the minimum of 
what we need to comply with. If the black text has no 
blue strike-out line, the 2016 California Building Code 
(CBC) is either in conformance with the ADA Stan-
dards, or ADAS takes precedence because it is more 
stringent and provides for greater access than CBC. 
Items in blue are CBC only, where CBC is more stringent, 
or provides more parameters, or doesn’t allow (if there 
is a strike-out) the less restrictive/less access standards 
of ADAS.

And last, but definitely not the very least, remember 
that our population has close to 20% with some form 
of disability, and by the time we hit 65 that percentage 
increases to over half per the U.S. Census Bureau Report 
of July 2012. With this last census, the percentage of the 
overall population with disabilities has stabilized, unlike 
previous projections, but the actual percentage of peo-
ple with severe disabilities has increased. So making our 
environment accessible is a huge priority for us all!

Overall Background
Accessibility for places of public accommodation has two 
components: The first is meeting the requirements for 
the Americans with Disabilities Act Standards (ADAS), 
and the second is meeting requirements for local juris-
dictions, whether city, county, or state. The ADA is a civil 
rights act and is subject to interpretation by the courts. 
The second component is subject to code review with 
the Administrative Authority having jurisdiction. A 
facility needs to comply with both, and if one is more 

How to Use this Book
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March 15, 2012, new portions were integrated into the 
regulations. These elements, if they already existed, 
would be required to have barriers removed where read-
ily achievable for places of public accommodation, or to be 
part of a transition plan for public entities. Facilities that 
were built after the 1991 ADA went into effect should 
have complied. If not, noncomplying elements would 
need to be fixed according to the new Standards—it 
would not be considered barrier removal. 

stringent, providing greater access than the other, it 
would be the one that rules. All new buildings and alter-
ations that are post-ADA need to comply, with very few 
exceptions. Existing buildings that are pre-ADA need to 
have barriers removed—where this is considered read-
ily achievable—for places of public accommodation and 
commercial buildings. Public buildings—city, county, 
or state—are required to provide program accessibility 
rather than barrier removal for existing facilities. As of 
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