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EF FEC TIVE USE OF THE 
CITY OF LOS AN GELES BUILD ING CODE

The City of Los Angeles Build ing Code was estab lished in 1889 with the appoint ment of the first super in ten dent of build ing.  In
1923, the first of 18 vol umes of the Los Angeles Annual Builder’s Guide was pub lished.  This guide is a hand book for archi tects and
build ers and con tains a com plete cross index of the Los Angeles build ing ordi nances, elec tri cal ordi nances and sup ple men tary rul -
ings and the Cal i for nia State Hous ing Act.

After 1936, the build ing reg u la tions of Chap ter IX of the Los Angeles Munic i pal Code (LAMC) were estab lished by the pas sage of
Ordi nance No. 77,000.  But it was 1943 when Ordi nance No. 87,000 amended in its entirety Arti cle 1 of Chap ter IX of the Los
Angeles Munic i pal Code and a new Los Angeles City Build ing Code was pub lished.  This edi tion of the LAMC estab lished the for -
mat of the dif fer ent divi sions and sec tions rel e vant to the build ing reg u la tions in the city.

Through the inter ven ing years, the code has been amended and revised reg u larly to keep pace with the ever-chang ing tech nol ogy of
the con struc tion indus try and new and proven con cepts of struc tural design.

The State of Cal i for nia has man dated the City of Los Angeles to enforce the Cal i for nia Build ing Code (CBC). The City Coun cil for
the City of Los Angeles has passed Ordi nance Num ber 182850 (oper a tive Jan u ary 1, 2014) to amend Arti cle 1 of Chap ter IX of the
Los Angeles Munic i pal Code and to adopt by ref er ence the 2013 edi tion of the CBC and here in af ter shall be called the 2014 edi tion
of the City of Los Angeles Build ing Code.

Chap ter 1 is the gen eral admin is tra tive pro vi sions of the City of Los Angeles and replaces Chap ter 1 of the CBC.

Chap ters 2 through 35 are the gen eral pro vi sions of the CBC.

Chap ters 61 through 72 have been added to the code to pro vide spe cial require ments of the City of Los Angeles.

Chap ters 81 through 91 are the city code require ments of exist ing build ings and struc tures.

Chap ters 92 through 96 are the city stan dard for vol un tary earth quake haz ard reduc tion stan dards for exist ing build ings.

At the end of Vol ume 2 of the Build ing Code, “Excerpts” has been added for addi tional ref er ence to the indus try.  Excerpts are the
accu mu la tion of related Los Angeles City codes and munic i pal and admin is tra tive code sec tions per tain ing to the Depart ment of
Build ing and Safety.

Mar ginal Mark ings

These sym bols indi cate that a City of Los Angeles amend ment has been added to the 2013 CBC. 

This sym bol indi cates a dele tion of IBC or CBC or city of Los Angeles lan guage by the City of Los Angeles.
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