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The purpose of the 2018 Select IRC® Options for Use with the 2015 Michigan 
Residential Code is to familiarize home builders, building officials, fire of-
ficials, plans examiners, inspectors, design professionals, contractors and 

others in the building construction industry with the important updated and al-
lowed alternatives. Each part of this book includes only a select number of 2018 
IRC Significant Changes that may be chosen by builders and designers to be sub-
mitted to the enforcing authority for approval as an alternative. If desired, the 
Significant Changes to the International Residential Code®, 2018 Edition, may be 
referenced for many more significant changes. For a complete list of all approved 
changes, the International Code Council® (ICC®) publication Complete Revision 
History to the 2018 I-Codes® may be used.

Throughout the book, each selected change is accompanied by a photograph 
or an illustration to assist and enhance the reader’s understanding of the specific 
change that might be allowed as an alternative. A summary and a discussion of the 
significance of the change are also provided. Each code change is identified by type, 
be it an addition, modification, clarification or deletion.

The code change itself is presented in a legislative format similar to the style 
utilized for code-change proposals. Deleted code language is shown with a strike-
through, and new code text is indicated by underlining. 

As with any code-change text, this book is best used as a companion to the 
code. Because only a limited discussion of each change is provided, the code itself 
should always be referenced in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding 
of the code change and its application.

The commentary and opinions set forth in this text are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the ICC. 
In addition, they may not represent the views of any enforcing agency, as 
such agencies have the sole authority to render interpretations of the Inter-
national Residential Code® (IRC®) or the Michigan Residential Code® (MRC®). 
In many cases, the explanatory material is derived from the reasoning  
expressed by code-change proponents. The significant change items included in 
this publication were selected by the Home Builders Association of Michigan and 
not by the authors Steve Van Note and Sandra Hyde.

Comments concerning this publication are encouraged and may be directed to 
ICC at significantchanges@iccsafe.org.

Preface
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How To Use This Guide

Public Act 504 of 2012 (commonly known as the Flex Code law) allows Michigan to 
choose to update the MRC either every three or every six years, as the state deter-
mines appropriate.

The state chose not to update to the 2018 edition of the IRC published by the ICC 
and will be staying with the 2015 MRC until the 2021 edition of IRC is available and 
adopted.

But you can now use the changes found in the 2018 IRC that you believe are favorable 
even without it being adopted in Michigan.

In addition to providing flexibility in when the residential code is updated, PA 504 
also included language to allow the use, at the option of the contractor, of any section 
of the 2018 IRC.

MCL125.1504(8)
Stille-DeRossett-Hale Single State Construction Code Act

“If the Michigan residential code is updated on a 6-year cycle, then use of a material, 
product, method of manufacture, or method or manner of construction or installation 
provided for in an interim edition of the international residential code is authorized 
throughout this state and shall be permitted, but shall not be mandated, by an enforcing 
agency or its building official or inspectors. However, the enforcing agency or its build-
ing official or inspectors may require that if such a material, product, method of manu-
facture, or method or manner of construction or installation provided for in an interim 
edition of the international residential code is used, the use shall comply with all appli-
cable requirements set forth in the interim edition of the international residential code.”

 
This is not the proverbial “Get Out Of Jail Free” card as the use must comply with “all 
applicable requirements” of the 2018 edition of the IRC. The phrase “all applicable 
requirements” does not mean that the requirements of the 2018 IRC in its entirety 
now apply nor does it mean the requirements of an entire chapter of the 2018 IRC 
are applicable.

Take N1103.3.3 and N1103.3.7 as examples. In addition to following the require-
ments of these two sections, ducts buried within ceiling insulation must conform 
with the vapor retarder requirements of Section M1601.4.6 found in the 2018 IRC 
(which are identical to the vapor retarder requirements for ducts found in the 2015 
MRC).  You will still have to comply with all the other requirements found in Chapter 
16 of the 2015 MRC.  The advantage is that Chapter 11 of the 2015 MRC did not 
allow for ducts to be buried in ceiling insulation while Chapter 11 of the 2018 IRC 
does.  

Despite the fact the Single State Construction Code Act requires enforcing agencies 
(building departments) and its building official or inspectors to permit the use of 
portions of the 2018 IRC, some officials or inspectors may still be hesitant to allow 
you to do so.

They do have a “Get Out Of Jail Free” card in R104.11, the alternative methods 
section of the 2015 MRC.
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R104.11 Alternative materials, design and methods 
of construction and equipment
2015 Michigan Residential Code.

“The provisions of the code are not intended to prevent the installation of any material 
or to prohibit any design or method of construction not specifically prohibited in the 
code, if the alternative has been approved. An alternative material, design, or method 
of construction shall be approved where the building official finds the proposed design 
is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of the code, and that the 
material, method, or work offered is, for the purpose intended, is at least the equivalent 
of that prescribed in the code.”

MCL125.1504(8) explicitly authorizes the use of a material, product, method of man-
ufacture, or method or manner of construction or installation found in the 2018 IRC 
and fulfills the requirement in R104.11 that an alternative be approved.

The sections of the 2018 IRC reproduced in this guide were selected by the Building 
Code Committee of the Home Builders Association of Michigan®  (HBAM®) as poten-
tially being among the most useful changes from the 2015 IRC. Your ability to use 
sections of the 2018 IRC is not limited to those found in this guide but applies to any 
section in the 2018 code.

Our thanks to the International Code Council for partnering with us on this publication.

About the Michigan Residential Code

Builders, building officials, design professionals, contractors and oth-
ers involved in the field of residential building construction recognize the 
need for a modern, up-to-date residential code addressing the design and 
installation of building systems through both prescriptive and performance  
requirements. The MRC is intended to meet these needs through model code-based 
regulations that safeguard the public health and safety in all communities, large and 
small. State of Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs adopts 
building codes for Michigan based on the International Codes® (I-Codes®) published 
by the ICC. The current MRC is based on the 2015 IRC and took effect February 
8, 2016. The IRC is kept up-to-date through ICC’s open code-development pro-
cess. The provisions of the 2015 edition of the IRC, along with those code changes  
approved through 2016, make up the 2018 edition.

The MRC is one in a family of Michigan codes published by ICC. The MRC estab-
lishes minimum regulations for residential building systems by means of prescrip-
tive and performance- related provisions. It is founded on broad-based principles 
that make possible the use of new materials and new building designs. 
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About the International  
Code Council
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