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Preface

The pocketINTERPS: 2012 IFC provides answers 
to commonly asked questions that arise in the 
application of the 2012 International Fire Code®  
(IFC®) provisions during the design, plan review, 
construction and inspection of buildings. Many 
of the answers include helpful illustrations to 
provide a better understanding of the intent and 
meaning of the code text. This document is an 
essential resource for anyone involved in the use 
of the IFC, including inspectors, code officials, 
plans examiners, architects, engineers, designers, 
contractors, educators and students.

Excerpts of the applicable code text are reprinted 
for easy reference followed by questions and an-
swers pertaining to the particular section. This 
organization and presentation of the material 
allows for quick reference to questions and an-
swers on specific code sections. The questions 
and answers found in this publication repre-
sent inquiries about code issues gathered over 
a period of several years and updated to the 
2012 edition of the IFC. Subjects are grouped by 
chapter and each answer is assigned a reference 
number in brackets for ease of use. For example 
[5-12] represents the twelfth question and answer 
regarding Chapter 5 provisions.

This publication is best used as a companion to 
the IFC. The code should always be referenced 
in order to gain a more comprehensive under-
standing of the provisions and their application. 
This text will not qualify the user as an expert in 
the referenced code provisions.  However, when 
used in connection with careful review of the 
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code, it will enhance understanding and the 
ability to apply those provisions effectively.

ICC staff compiled and updated the questions 
and answers in this text based on recent re-
quests received for code opinions and the ar-
chives of ICC staff opinions. 

The applications and illustrations published 
herein represent opinions of the authors and 
are not binding on the authority having juris-
diction. The authority having jurisdiction has 
the ultimate responsibility for rendering inter-
pretations of the code.
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL 
CODE COUNCIL

The International Code Council (ICC), a mem-
bership association dedicated to building 
safety, fire prevention and energy efficiency, 
develops the codes and standards used to con-
struct residential and commercial buildings, 
including homes and schools. The mission of 
ICC is to provide the highest quality codes, 
standards, products and services for all con-
cerned with the safety and performance of the 
built environment. Most United States cities, 
counties and states choose the International 
Codes, building safety codes developed by the 
International Code Council. 

The International Codes also serve as the basis 
for construction of federal properties around 
the world, and as a reference for many nations 
outside the United States. The International 
Code Council is also dedicated to innovation 
and sustainability. ICC Evaluation Service, a 
subsidiary of ICC, issues Evaluation Reports 
and Listings for innovative building products 
as well as environmental documents such as 
ICC-ES VAR Environmental Reports and ICC-ES 
Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs).
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6th Floor
Washington, DC 20001

District Offices: 
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